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Ron Emilio 
Appointed 
President 


As most of you know by now, Ron 
Emilio, formerly executive 
vice-president of Famous Players, 
has been appointed president and 
chief executive officer. Ron will be 
replacing Walter Senior, who is 
leaving Famous to become 
president, International Marketing 
and Distribution for Twentieth 
Century Fox, at the end of June. . 


"I know everyone at Famous joins 
me in wishing Walter well at Fox," 
Ron said. "I am, of course, delighted 
to be heading one of the finest 
theatre circuits in the world and I 
will enjoy working with everyone to 
build on that success." 


In the press release issued to 
announce Ron’s appointment, 
Paramount Pictures chairman and 
chief executive officer Frank G. 
Mancuso was quoted: "With Walter 
and Ron at the helm, the circuit has 
experienced tremendous expansion 
and increased profitability. We’re 
confident that Ron’s long experience 
and solid relationships in the 
industry make him the right person 
to build on the strong performance 
and dynamic expansion of Famous 
Players during the past several years, 
so that we continue to provide 
increasing numbers of Canadians 
with the best possible moviegoing 
experience." 


Ron has been in the film distribution 
and exhibition business for 40 years. 
He joined Famous Players as senior 
vice-president, film in April 1987, 
and became executive vice-president 


in July 1988. Before joining Famous, 
Ron was senior vice-president, film 
for Cineplex Odeon. 


From 1979-1982, Ron operated his 
own distribution house, Citadel 
Films. Prior to that, he spent seven 
years with Allied Artists as a 
vice-president, after working for 
Metro Goldwyn Mayer, first as 
general manager and then as 
vice-president. 


Ron is a long-standing member of 
Variety Club, has served as 
president of the Motion Picture 
Pioneers and president of the 
Canadian Motion Picture 
Distributors Association. 


Famous News would like to 
congratulate Ron Emilio on his 
promotion and wish him the best of 
luck. 


Changing The 
Focus 


Famous News has been published 
quarterly for the past three years. 
We have run stories on theatre 
openings, staff changes, industry 
events, promotions in the theatres 
and featured some of the 
departments at head office. The 
time has come to change the focus of 
the publication and, with this issue, 
Famous News begins that change. 
We will shift our attention to 
promotional activities at the theatre 
level. Famous News will serve as a 
bulletin board, with information 
about upcoming events, ideas on 
promoting film, stories on successful 
promotions and information on 
upcoming film. 


We want to hear about the ideas that 
have worked for you, ideas that will 


be passed along to the rest of the 
circuit. What works in Vancouver 
can work in Halifax and we are 
hoping that the change in focus will 
encourage everyone in their efforts 
to promote film, Famous Players and 
the motion picture industry.. 


SHOWCANADA’90 


Ron Emilio, who served as co-chairman of 
SHOWCANADA, with Orion Pictures 
executive vice-president, Sales and 
Distribution, Buddy Golden. The duet 
dazzled the crowds on Casino Night, at 
SHOWCANADA, with a singing-machine 
accompanied version of I Left My Heart in 
San Francisco. Watch out Tony Bennett! 


The annual convention for the 
Canadian motion picture industry, 
SHOWCANADA, was held in early 
May in Toronto at L’Hotel. 
Exhibitors from across the country, 
representatives from all of the 
distribution companies and suppliers 
to the industry were in attendance. 


At the opening breakfast it was 
announced that SHOWCANADA 
would sponsor aSHOWCANADA 
Showmanship Award. The award 


will honor Canada’s best theatre 
promotions. The contest is open to 
all theatre level personnel, including 
district managers, managers and 
assistants from circuit and 
independent theatres across Canada. 


Promotional entries must be 
submitted in scrapbook form with 
the addition of audio and/or video 
cassettes if the promotion generated 
media coverage. Suggested areas 
include film promotions, special 
screenings, community relations, 
merchant tie-in promotions, school 
participations, theatre openings, 
concession promotions, theatre 
maintenance promotions and staff 
training promotions. Entry forms 
will be mailed to all Famous Players 
theatres and we would encourage 
you to participate. You could win a 
trip for two to SHOWCANADA 791 
including airfare, hotel and 
convention registration and a 
permanent showmanship trophy to 
honor your achievement. 


Qualifying dates for the 
SHOWCANADA Showmanship 
Award for 1990 are for promotions 
developed between Monday, May 7, 
1990 through Thursday, February 28, 
1991. All entries must be received at 
the Canadian Motion Picture 
Distributors Association no later 
than Friday 8 March, 1991. 


If you do not receive a supply of 


entry forms, please contact the 
Public Relations department. 


Accolades For FP 


FP, Feature Presentation, a 
publication put out by the theatre 


staffs in the greater Vancouver area, | 


should be one of the first entries in 
the SHOWCANADA Showmanship 
Award. The magazine was launched 
in conjunction with the recent 
Excellence into the 90’s program. 
The tremendous effort by its editors, 
Ken Carter (Station Square), Rob 
Jennings (Eagle Ridge) and Paul 
Keelan (Dunbar), shows in the first 
couple of issues and everyone who 
worked on the publication is to be 
congratulated. 


Famous News is indebted to both 
Feature Presentation and 


Winnipeg’s Silver Screen for 
information about promotions which 
have run in those areas. We will use 
material from both these 
publications so that the rest of the 
country will be up-to-date. 


PROMS == 


Congratulations to the following 
managers for their promotional 
efforts for the film All Dogs Go To 
Heaven: Gord Jackson, Centre 
Cinemas, Chatham received a cash 
award and a Citation of Honor; Bill 
Patrick, Capitol, Chatham received 
a Citation of Honor and cash award; 
and Josephine Mayo, assistant 
manager, St. Vital, Winnipeg 
received a Famous Players watch 
and a Citation of Honor. 


Christine Orford, Parkway 5 
Cinemas, Windsor received a cash 
award and a Citation of Honor for 
her work on the film License to Kill. 


Congratulations to the following 
theatre managers and staff in the 
Winnipeg area for their work on the 
promotion of Black Rain: Lincoln 
Butts, St. Vital Cinemas; David 
Wolfe and Doug Dawson, Garden 
City Cinemas; Joel Lohr and Brad 
Phill, St. Vital Cinemas. Each 
received a cash award and Citation 
of Honor. 


Bruce McCulloch, Polson Place and 
Christine Orford, Parkway 5, 
Windsor both received a Citation of 
Honor and a cash bonus for their 
promotional work on The Little 
Mermaid. 


Diana Hennel, Capitol, Thunder Bay 
received a Citation of Honor and a 
cash bonus for her efforts on the 
third Annual Christmas Cheer 
extravaganza. 


Congratulations to Genny LeBlanc, 
Paramount, Moncton for her 
promotional efforts for a Senior 
Citizen’s Christmas Party. Genny 
received a Citation of Honor and a 
cash award. 


The new C/FP distributed film 
Beautiful Dreamers has generated a 
lot of promotional activities from the 
theatre circuit and we would like to 
take this opportunity to thank all 
theatres for their efforts. The 
premiere of the film took place at 
the Capitol theatre in London and 
was very successful. Extra thanks go 
to manager Jacquelyn Smith and her 
staff. 


The Capitol in London hosted the 
world-wide premiere of Beautiful Dreamers 
with stars, producers and director in 
attendance. 


Loew’s Montreal manager Essam 
Mokhtar has come up with a good 
idea for a staff motivation program. 
It is called AIMMS, which stands for 
Attitude, Initiative, Motivation, 
Maturity and Skill. It is a so far 
successful attempt at bridging the 
gap between employees and 
supervisors. Says Essam, "We give 
everybody the chance to show us 
that they too can do the job and then 
we reward them." 


Among other promotions, Patrick 
Tamas of Montreal organized an I 
Love You To Death party at a club 
in Montreal where drinks were 
complimentary and Pizza Pizza 
supplied the food (pizza, of course). 
Co-sponsor CHOM radio lead 
clubgoers through an I Love You To 
Death trivia contest with T-shirts 
given away as prizes. 


THEY’RE OFF.... AND SELLING 


The Concessions and Merchandising 
Department has been very active in 
developing promotional campaigns 
at the theatre level. Since January 
1990 there have been four incentive 
promotions surrounding such 
products as Rolo, Glossettes, Mars 
with Almonds and Gummi Bears. In 
addition, four regional incentive 
programs were run with Coca Cola. 
These were the first of the regional 
BOZ/Patron battles and more are 
planned for other areas of the 
country during the rest of 1990. 


Keith Harding, vice-president of 
Concessions and Merchandising, is 
excited about the participation of 

the theatres and the cooperation of 
our suppliers in these new programs. 


"| find it gratifying that our suppliers 
are beginning to understand that 
they are more than order-takers. 
They must support our business by 
marketing their products in the 
theatres and by coming to the table 
with promotional ideas and incentive 
programs which motivate our staff 
and our customers," said Keith. "In 
May we ran a Glossettes promotion 
in which our customers had a chance 
to win a trip for two to Cannes; 
Nestle and Effem Foods has offered 
cash prizes as staff incentives which 
have been administered by district 
management; and this summer 
should prove very hot with 

customers "Flipping and Winning" 
for a Ford Escort GT, a trip to 
Hollywood or numerous prizes of 
soft drinks and popcorn. I hope the 
theatres enjoy the opportunity of 
putting their sales expertise into 
effect." 


We will bring you the results of all 
concessions promotions and sneak 
previews of promotions-in-progress. 


AND THE WINNER JIS ... 


Listed below are the winners of the 
Coca Cola-hosted BOZ/Patron 
Contest. The program had theatres 
competing on a city or 
province-wide basis to see which 
theatres could post the highest 
increase in BOZ/Patron over a 
similar period in 1989. The winning 


theatre’s staff and manager were the 
guests of Coca Cola at dinner and a 


hockey game. 


Rick Dennis and concessions staff of the West Edmonton Cinemas about to embark on their 


contest-winning night out- 


Vancouver 

Increase in BOZ/Patron 

1. Stanley Theatre + 16.01% 
2. Lougheed Theatre +11.04% 


3. Richmond Square + 1559 


4. Station Square + 6.43% 
5. Richport + 6.42% 
Gordon McLeod manages the 


Stanley Theatre and was the overall 
winner for the Vancouver area. 
Gordon and his staff attended a 
Vancouver Canucks game. 


Edmonton 


Increase in BOZ/Patron 


1. West Edmonton + 8.86% 
2. Capitol Square + 6.30% 
3. Garneau +5.50% 
4. Paramount +4.21% 
5. Westmount +2.43% 


Rick Dennis manages the West 
Edmonton Mall theatre and he and 


his staff rooted the Edmonton Oilers 


on to victory. 


Calgary 


Increase in BOZ/Patron 


1. Chinook +29.06% 
2. Palliser +21.95% 
3. Calgary Place + 13.84% 
4. Sunridge + 12.06% 
5. South Centre + 8.92% 


Terry Sinclair manages the Chinook 
Theatre. She and her staff were the 
guests of Coca Cola at the Calgary 
Saddledome 


Quebec 


Inrease in BOZ//Patron 


1. Universite + 46.58% 
2. Carrefour + 26.71% 
3. Laval + 43,5790 
4. Versailles + 11.11% 
5. Imperial + 10.78% 


Jean Stinziani manages the 
Universite and shared his hockey 
tickets and dinner with George 
Vallee, the manager at the Carrefour 
and his staff. We understand a great 
time was had by all. 


FROM OUR SUPPLIERS 


Coca Cola 


The biggest news for summer is the 
national Coca Cola promotion which 
will hit the theatres in June. 


Once again we will be using the Flip 
’N Win cups in the 32 and 440z sizes 
and customers will be able to win 
another free drink, a free popcorn, 
one of five trips for two to 
Hollywood or, the Grand Prize: a 
brand new Ford Escort GT. The 
idea, of course, is to move our 
customers into the 32 and 44o0z sizes 
and the success of the promotion 
will depend on the selling abilities of 
our staff. 


More details on the promotion will 
be coming from Concessions and 
Merchandising. 


Glossettes 


Promotional packages were supplied 
to all theatres in the circuit. They 
included buttons, ballots, wobblers 
and point of sale cards. The idea 
was to promote the sale of the 
product and any person doing so 
could win a night out at a Famous 
Players theatre or a trip for two to 
the Cannes Film Festival. 


The New Force 


The recent release of Beautiful 
Dreamers prompted a request for 
major support from all Famous 
Players theatres in Canada. The 
film, released by C/FP Distribution 
and the product of Cinexus/Famous 
Players Entertainment, represented 
the first major project for both 
companies and we thought you 
might like to know a little bit more 
about them and their relationship to 
Famous Players. 


Cinexus/Famous Players 
Entertainment is a full service 
production company involved in the 
development and production of 
feature films and television 
programs. C/FP Distribution offers 


distribution services for film, video 
and television in Canada and 
represents a partnership between 
Famous Players, Cinepix in 
Montreal and Cinexus Capital 
Corporation. The latter company 
owns and operates Panavision 
(Canada) Corporation with studios 
and equipment in Montreal and 
Toronto, and also provides financial 
services to the entertainment 
industry. Stephen J. Roth heads up 
Cinexus Capital Corporation and 
Cinexus/Famous Players 
Entertainment. 


Andy Emilio directs English- 
language operations for C/FP 
Distribution and Christian 
Larouche directs French-language 
operations in Quebec. Both Emilio 
and Larouche have had extensive 
careers in the film industry and that 
knowledge and experience is already 
paying dividends. In recent months 
C/FP Distribution has acquired 
some important pictures including 
AWOL, a film which has been 
signed for release in the U.S. by 
Universal; Cyrano de Bergerac, 
which screened to great critical 
acclaim at Cannes; and Akira, a 
Japanese animated picture for adults 
which could draw a large following 
in North America. 


"As soon as I saw Akira I wanted to 
buy it," said Andy Emilio. "The 
animation is spectacular and I 
believe it has the potential to 


a film by 
KATSUHIRO 
©1989 AKIRA 
COMMITTEE 


Neo-Tokyo is about to EXPLODE! 
Released by STREAMLINE PICTURES 


==11 CFP 


DISTRIBUTION 


become very popular. We have 
already had a marketing specialist in 
to do a seminar on the methods used 
to sell the picture in foreign markets." 
In a recent article in Variety 
magazine Andy Emilio was clear 
about the importance of acquiring 
the right pictures. 


"One of our strategies is to preempt 
the U.S. deal," said Andy. "We did 
that with The Icicle Thief and Too 
Beautiful For You. At the Los 
Angeles film market we bought 
Cyrano de Bergerac and AWOL, 
both before the U.S. deal." 


Heading up advertising and publicity 
for English-language films is Judy 
Holm, who previously held a similar 
position at Norstar. Judy will be 
working closely with Famous Players 
advertising personnel and district 
and theatre managers in an effort to 
promote all C/FP releases. 


"We received many compliments on 
the way Beautiful Dreamers was 
released and the amount of attention 
we were able to attract," said Judy 
Holm. "Those compliments belong, 
in no small part, to the theatre 
managers and district supervisors 
who went out of their way to give the 
picture an extra push." 


During 1990 Andy Emilio expects 
C/FP to handle eight specialty and 
genre pictures and six Canadian 
films. The latter include the 
Cinepix-filmed Whispers; and Red 
Blooded American Girl, a suspense 
picture from SC Entertainment. 


Cinexus/Famous Players 


Entertainment is in development on 


approximately 15 feature film 
properties. The projects which 
come to fruition will be distributed 
by C/FP. A Dream Like Mine goes 
into production this summer and is 
likely the next film from 
Cinexus/Famous Players 
Entertainment. Based on the award 
winning novel by M.T. Kelly, it will 
be directed by Richard Bugajski. 
Bugajski, now a resident of Toronto, 
directed The Interrogation, a film 
which was entered by Poland in the 
Official Competition at Cannes in 
1990. This film was banned in 
Poland when martial law was 


introduced and is the only Polish 
film ever made without the consent 
of Poland’s Ministry of Culture. 
Bugajski has been working in 
Canada since 1985 on projects such 
as E.N.G., Alfred Hitchcock 
Presents and Twilight Zone. 


As we go to press C/FP Distribution 
reports that in its opening weekend 
in Montreal Cyrano de Bergerac 
broke the box office record for the 
first week of play at the Parisien in 
Montreal. 


hh 


Ellie Munro, of the Film 
department, reports that 407 ballots 
were received for this year’s 
Academy Awards Contest. The 
winner was Shane Cawley from 
Warner Bros., who received $203 for 
a score of 80 points. Gordon Imlach 
(Odeon, Vancouver) picked up 
$121.80 for his score of 70 with a two 
way tie for third place between 
Cathy Wallace (Capitol, Victoria) 
and Cliff Gallant (Park Royal, 
Vancouver) who picked up $40.60 
each for their scores of 69. The 
booby prize of $1 went to Kent Clegg 
from the Cornwall Theatre in 
Regina. 


The retirement of film settlement 
clerk Lorna White was marked with 
a party in the lounge at head office 
on Thursday 29 March. Everyone 
gathered after work to wish Lorna, 
and her husband John, the best of 
luck after 29 years of service. The 
party atmosphere was complete with 
colorful decorations, trays of 
appetizers and a bar, hosted by 
bartender extraordinaire Cliff 
Narbey. Walter Senior presented a 
Canada Savings Bond to Lorna and 
Michael Taylor of the film 
settlement department (pictured 
here with Lorna) presented her with 
a gold bracelet. Kudos to the 
decorating committee (otherwise 
known as Christie Esau and Liz 
Sampson), and to the advertising 
department for designing a very 


creative, framed card which was 
signed by everyone in the building. 


Michael Taylor and Lorna White 
during retirement party festivities. 


For some an usher’s job at a cinema 
is only temporary. One moves on 
and the only lingering memories are 
of old films, glimpsed during quiet 
moments while on duty. 


For Tony Soccio, 63, an usher at the 
Loew’s Cinema in Montreal, that 
means a lot of films. Tony has 
worked at various Montreal theatre 
locations for 40 years. 


Tony was only 23, in 1950, when he 
started in the business, at the now 
defunct Belmont cinema. 
"Customers bought $1 admission 
tickets for upstairs; 75 cent tickets 
for downstairs," he remembers, 
referring to the grand, two-tiered 
cinemas of the past. He then 
proceeded to "keep house" at Le 
Chateau, Grenda, the Strand, the 
Alouette (now the Spectrum) and 
Papineau, and has gracefully 
outlived them all. 


He was brought over to the Loew’s 
for what was supposed to be a 
temporary transfer. "That was in 
1977 and I’m still here 13 years 
later," Tony says. 


Tony is in charge of controlling 
traffic to cinemas #4 and #5. 


"Nobody passes by me," he says 
proudly. "You know me - Tony." 
And it’s true, everyone knows Tony. 
His concern for the cinema runs so 
deep that one is likely to find Tony 
prepared for work long before he’s 
scheduled to begin. "I love the 
cinema, it’s like my home." 


And the sentiments are returned. 
"Everybody wants to see Tony each 
day to make sure he’s doing fine," 
says Loew’s manager Essam 
Mokhtar. "Tony is very proud of his 
service and cherishes the watch he 
received after 25 years with Famous 
Players." 


Tony is thankful to Famous Players 
for giving him the chance to do his 
"thing" for so many years. "Everyone 
has always been nice to me," he says. 
"I wouldn’t trade this for the world." 


Long-time usher Tony Soccio on duty at the 
Loew’s in Montreal. 


(Editor’s note: this piece was 
submitted by Eyal Dattel, assistant 
manager at Cinema V in Montreal.) 


Famous Players lost a valuable, 
long-time employee when Jack 
McRae died in March. The Capitol 
Theatre, Victoria, manager was 
recently honored for 40 years of 
service. He was 23 when he joined 
Famous in 1949 as a doorman and 
usher at the Dominion Theatre in 


Victoria. In 1974 he was made city 
manager. Pat Joyce, of the 
Vancouver office, was quoted in 
Victoria’s Monday Magazine.. 


She said McRae was "very, very 
well-liked,” but a private man whose 
interests were devoted to the 
cinema. "The theatre was his home 
more than anything.” The Monday 
Magazine article also mentioned 
some McRae family history: 
apparently the McRae’s were a 
long-established dairy-farming 
family who owned considerable land 
in the Victoria area and have a street 
named in their honor (McRae 
Avenue). Jack McRae will be 
missed by the community, as well as 
by his fellow employees. 


FAMOUS PEOPLE Ii 


Before we introduce the new, 
succinct Famous People section, 
there are a couple of 
announcements to make. First, an 
apology is in order for London 
Mews manager George Coulter and 
newly-appointed manager of the 
Capitol in London, Jacquelyn 
Smith: in the last issue of Famous 
News, we mistakenly promoted 
Jacquelyn to manager of the London 
Mews. Sorry! Also, left out of the 
Winter edition was the appointment 
of project manager Patrick Dooley. 
Patrick is working on the restoration 
and renovation of the Capitol 
theatre in Kingston, among other 
projects. Patrick Tamas of the 
Montreal office sends us news of the 
births of two new future theatre 
employees: Armand Zwibel, 
manager of cinema Versailles, and 
his wife Linda Dagenais had a boy 
on 27 March, and cinema Du Parc 
cashier Tamara Berry and her 
husband are also the proud parents 
of a baby boy. Finally, Mary Spizziri 
of the Sheraton Centre Cinemas in 
Toronto reached a real milestone. 
On March 15 she celebrated 36 
years of continuous service with 
Famous Players. Mary began at the 
Parkdale theatre in 1954. 
Congratulations to all! 


The West 


The following promotions/transfers 
have taken place: Paul Keelan was 
made manager of University 
Cinemas; Roxanne Taylor-King was 
made manager of Palliser Square; 
manager Natalie MacKay to 
Londonderry; Robert Price was 
made manager of Dunbar; manager, 
Wulf Reinhardt to Garneau; 
manager Philip Ramsden to Market 
Mall; manager Jim Sears to 
Chinook; manager Mark Smaal to 
Capitol 6, Victoria; manager John 
Weyland to Sunridge ; David Wolfe 
was made manager of Polo Park ; 
manager Rhonda Young to 
Paramount, Edmonton. 


Central 


The following hires /changes / 
promotions took place in the central 
region: manager Ernie Delves to the 
Bayview; manager Nelson Lee to 
Markville; Raymond Lee was hired 
as accounts payable clerk in Film 
Settlement; Andrew Morgan was 
made manager of Pickering Town 
Centre; Ala Gammah 
Narayanasamy was hired as cash 
disbursement clerk in Accounting; 
manager Juan Nogueiras to the 
Cumberland; Chona Paez was hired 
as file clerk in Accounts Payable; 
Rodolfo Sia was hired as fixed assets 
clerk in Accounting; Gordon Tang 


was hired as truck driver for General 


Sound; and Pushap Verma was 
hired in the Concessions warehouse 
as helper. 


The East 


Brian Aldrich will manage the 
Brittania Drive-In for the summer; 
manager Peter VanDuynhoven 
transferred to Place de Ville; 
manager Alan Patrick transferred to 
the Airport Drive-In. 


Famous News is published by the Public 
Relations Department of Famous Players Inc., 


a Paramount Communications company. 


Here We Grow 
Again 


Famous Players added another jewel 
to the crown when the Bankers Hall 
five-plex opened in Calgary in 
March. The theatre (boxoffice 
pictured below) is located in the new 
Bankers Hall shopping and office 
complex in downtown Calgary. 


A very successful promotional 
opening was held one night prior to 
the public opening: approximately 
800 radio and newspaper contest 
winners, and local media, filled the 
five theatres (each showing a 
different feature) and munched on 
complimentary soft drinks and 
popcorn. The new theatre features a 
spacious lobby, neon signage, 
high-back seats, Dolby SR sound 
and giant screens, particularly in the 
367-seat Paradise theatre. The 
screen in the Paradise is more than 
giant; it’s mammoth! Despite the 
hectic, last-minute push to get the 
theatre opened on time, manager 
Brenda Bugg and her staff are to be 
congratulated for a terrific job. 


The magnificent box office of the new 
Bankers Hall Cinemas. 


